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There was no question that Coldplay’s fourth album, Viva La Vida, would be 
the biggest musical event of the year, but would it be the best? Six months 
since its release and the answer is a resounding “yes.” The most striking aspect 
of the new disc is how the London-based foursome has transformed from a 
straight-shooting, piano-playing wuss-rock act into complex songwriters who 
aren’t afraid of stirring the pot. Sure, it helps that Chris Martin and co. would 
still be millionaires regardless of how well the record fared, but it’s clear they 
spent hours meticulously trying new ways to become the best rock act, not the 
just the best-selling one. But while they’re definitely getting more ambitious 
with time, the group hasn’t abandoned what they’ve always done best: create 
stirring sounds and emotionally charged lyrics. 

Death CaB For Cutie 
Narrow Stairs   
DCFC’s second major label release
didn’t disappoint. Like Coldplay, the 
group turned up their amps, coating
some of their smooth-sounding tracks in 
a wash of distortion. Add Ben Gibbard’s 
pristine vocals, and you have an album 
that demands to be left on repeat.   

tV on the raDio  
Dear Science   
With TV on the Radio’s critically acclaimed 
third record, Dear Science, an 
intense indie rock album mixed with 
dreamy atmospherics, the five-piece band 
is well on their way to becoming a
household name.
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t.i.  
Paper Trail  
After a year under house arrest, 
T.I. released Paper Trail, an album 
that struck a chord with fans with 
its restrained, contemplative and 
undeniably honest hip-hop tracks.
 

ShaD 
The Old Prince  
London, Ont., native Shad’s 
sophomore record brought listen-
ers back to hip-hop’s golden age 
with a hilarious video and a spot 
on the Polaris Prize shortlist.  

On his sixth studio album, the New Orleans rapper spread his 
wings and backed up his status as one of the world’s best rappers. 
Tha Carter III includes a street banger (“A Milli”), a sleazy electro-
pop jam worthy of Prince (“Lollipop”), a Jay-Z collaboration (“Mr. 
Carter”) and a mournful ode to his post-Katrina hometown (“Tie 
My hands”). After years of appearing on everyone’s records (Fat 
Joe, Enrique Iglesias, your mom’s), some wondered if Wayne had 
squandered his time in the spotlight. But with a million copies of 
Tha Carter III sold in its first week and a chart-topping single, this 
self-proclaimed “Martian” isn’t disappearing any time soon. 
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It’s been a great year 
for music, and an 
even better one for 
following those who 
made it. We tapped 
URmagazine’s crack 
team of music writers 
for their picks of the 
best (and the best of 
the worst) of 2008.  
by Karen Bliss, Bryan Borzykowski, 
Andrew Chin, Caitlin hotchkiss, 
Jason Richards, Jay Somerset and 
Jen Zoratti

Best pop/rocK alBum 

ColDplay
Viva La Vida or Death and All His Friends

Best hip-hop alBum 

lil Wayne
Tha Carter III


